European Journal of Humanities and
Social Sciences 2026, No 5

ISSN 2414-2344

A PREMIER

Publishing

ppublishing.org

Section 2. Philology and linguistics

DOI:10.29013/EJHSS-26-5-8-10

(MO

MUKHTAR AUEZOV’S PSYCHOLOGICAL INSIGHT: THE
DEPICTION OF HUMAN CHARACTER AND INNER CONFLICT

Aghahuseyn Mammadhuseyn oglu Shukurov !

! Doctoral Philosophy in Philology, Associate Professor, Leading Researcher at the
Nizami Ganjavi Institute of Literature of the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences

Cite: Shukurov A.M. (2026). Mukhtar Auezov’s Psychological Insight: The Depiction of
Human Character and Inner Conflict. European Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
2026, No 5. https://doi.org/10.29013/EJHSS-26-5-8-10

Abstract

This article examines the profound psychological depth and masterclass depiction of human

nature in the works of the outstanding Kazakh writer Mukhtar Auezov. Auezov is globally rec-
ognized for his monumental epic, “The Path of Abai,” yet his psychological acumen permeates
his entire literary legacy. This study analyzes how the author moves beyond external plot me-
chanics to explore the intricate labyrinth of human consciousness, moral dilemmas, emotional
turbulence, and the socio-cultural pressures shaping individual identity. By utilizing psycho-
literary analysis, this paper highlights Auezov’s unique ability to merge national identity with
universal human experiences, creating multi-dimensional characters whose internal struggles
resonate deeply across cultures.
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Introduction

The evolution of 20®"-century literature is
marked by an intense shift toward the internal
world of the individual. Writers increasingly
sought to decode the hidden motivations, sub-
conscious impulses, and ethical quandaries
driving human behavior. In Kazakh literature,
Mukhtar Auezov stands as a towering pioneer
of this psychological realism. While his histor-
ical and epic canvases provide a panoramic
view of nomadic society, the true brilliance of
his narrative lies in his microscopic examina-

tion of the human soul. Auezov did not merely
describe events; he mapped the topography of
human suffering, ambition, love, and despair.
This paper explores the core mechanisms of
Auezov’s psychologism, investigating how he
constructs complex internal landscapes for his
characters across various genres.

The Philosophical and Cultural
Roots of Auezov’s Psychologism
To understand Auezov’s approach to psy-
chology, one must examine the intersection

8 MUKHTAR AUEZOV’S PSYCHOLOGICAL INSIGHT: THE DEPICTION OF HUMAN CHARACTER



European Journal of Humanities and
Social Sciences 2026, No 5

of traditional nomadic worldview and clas-
sical world literature. Auezov was deeply in-
fluenced by Russian realism (particularly Leo
Tolstoy and Fyodor Dostoevsky) as well as
Western European psychological prose. How-
ever, his psychological framework remains
authentically rooted in the spiritual heritage
of the Kazakh people, famously epitomized by
the philosophy of Abai Kunanbayev.

Abai’s exploration of human conscience,
enlightenment, and moral responsibility
serves as the bedrock for Auezov’s character
development. In Auezov’s prose, characters
are rarely one-dimensional archetypes of
good or evil. Instead, they are caught in in-
tense dialectical tensions between communal
traditions (ata-babalyk salt) and individual
awakening, between fatalism and free will.

The Clash of Eras and Societal Transitions

The transition periods depicted in his
works force characters to reevaluate their in-
ternal belief systems. When traditional clan
structures collide with modern educational
and administrative forces, individuals ex-
perience profound alienation. Auezov doc-
uments this psychological turbulence with
clinical precision, showing how external
societal shocks fracture or reshape internal
identities.

Moral Conscience as an Internal Tribunal

Internal monologues in Auezov’s nov-
els function as a court of conscience where
characters interrogate their own choices and
societal expectations. Guilt, duty, honor, and
shame are not abstract concepts but active
psychological agents driving the narrative
forward.

Internal Conflict as a Catalyst
for Character Growth

A central thesis of Auezov’s psychological
art is that true character revelation occurs
during moments of profound crisis. Wheth-
er in his short stories or the massive multi-
volume epic The Path of Abai, psychological
tension peaks when characters face irrecon-
cilable moral or emotional choices.

Auezov masterfully employs the tech-
nique of gradual psychological unveiling. He
introduces a character through social inter-
actions and outward behaviors, then system-
atically strips away layers of external defense
mechanisms through escalating trials.
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“The human heart is an abyss where tradi-
tional duty and passionate desire wage an
eternal, silent war.” — Reflections on Auezov’s
Poetics

For instance, the inner transformation of
Abai himself throughout the epic is a mas-
terclass in developmental psychology. Abai
transitions from an idealistic, poetry-loving
youth burdened by aristocratic expectations
into a mature philosopher-thinker who car-
ries the intellectual and emotional weight of
his entire nation. His psychological strug-
gles — his alienation from his environment,
his turbulent relationships, and his agonizing
search for truth — are rendered with absolute
authenticity.

Artistic Techniques of
Psychological Portrayal

Auezov utilizes a diverse array of literary
devices to bring the inner world of his char-
acters to the surface:

1. Psychological Landscape (Land-
scape and Mood): Nature in Auezov’s
works is never static or merely decora-
tive. The vast, changing steppes, harsh
winters, and blooming springs mirror the
emotional states and spiritual shifts of
the characters.

2. Internal Monologue and Stream
of Consciousness: By granting read-
ers direct access to a character’s private
thoughts, Auezov breaks down the barri-
er between narrator and subject, foster-
ing profound empathy.

3. Dialogue and Subtext: Conversations
in Auezov’s prose often carry heavy psy-
chological subtext, where unsaid words,
hesitations, and glances reveal far more
than explicit dialogue.

Through these methods, secondary char-
acters — such as Orazbai, Zhirenshe, and var-
ious tribal leaders — are also endowed with
complex, conflicting motivations, ensuring
that even antagonists possess a tragic psy-
chological depth rather than simple villainy.

Comparative Analysis: Auezov and
European Psychological Realism
Placing Auezov in a comparative frame-

work with European and Russian masters re-
veals both universal resonances and unique
national specifics. While Dostoevsky explored
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the metaphysical and moral extremes of the
urban individual, and Tolstoy examined the
ethical evolution of the aristocracy, Auezov
mapped the psychology of a nomadic society
undergoing rapid, irreversible historical mu-
tation.

The nomadic mind, rooted in deep col-
lectivism, tribal loyalty, and oral traditions,
faces an unprecedented psychological shock
when confronted with literacy, legal reform,
and imperial integration. Auezov captures
this transitional consciousness better than
any contemporary, demonstrating how col-
lective psychology internalizes individual
tragedy.
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Conclusion

Mukhtar Auezov remains a master archi-
tect of human psychology in Eurasian litera-
ture. By bridging the gap between traditional
nomadic existence and universal psychological
dilemmas, he created characters whose inter-
nal struggles transcend time and geography.
His exploration of conscience, emotional tur-
moil, and intellectual awakening demonstrates
that the inner landscape of the human soul is
as vast and untamed as the Kazakh steppe it-
self. Auezov’s psychological legacy continues
to offer rich material for modern literary criti-
cism, proving that true art lies in the unflinch-
ing examination of the human condition.
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