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Abstract

The expansion of international contacts and the visibility of prospects for a specialist who
speaks a foreign language create favorable conditions for raising the prestige of the subject
“foreign language” in all educational institutions. In this regard, the issue of improving the
quality of the educational process in foreign languages and the search for new, more effective
methods and techniques for teaching law students is particularly acute.
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Introduction

At the law faculties of universities, a for-
eign language is provided for two hours a week
in the first and second years of study. Group
occupancy is common, as for all specialties
(10-12 people). Given the relentless growth
of the importance of foreign language profi-
ciency in the legal profession, these learning
conditions can be described as extremely diffi-
cult. And even the growing importance of the
subject for professional training has not yet
been reflected in the improvement of these
conditions, which complicates the solution of
those basic issues that have always faced and
are facing methodologists who study the prob-
lems of teaching foreign languages at non-lin-
guistic faculties in non-linguistic universities.

The first of these problems is the correla-
tion and correlation of general language train-

ing with special, that is, professionally orient-
ed training. It is important to determine what
their specific weight should be in comparison
with each other, whether a strict division be-
tween these two components is needed at all,
and whether it is more effective to start special
professionally oriented training.

The second problem is the relationship
between reading instruction and oral lan-
guage instruction in non-linguistic faculties.
As you know, for many decades, the main
purpose of teaching foreign languages at
a non-linguistic faculty was considered to be
teaching reading texts in the specialty, and it
was only during the last decades, or rather in
the 60s of the XX century, that oral speech
as a learning goal gradually gained territory
in a non-linguistic university. Taking into
account that, on the one hand, the learning
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conditions have not improved, and on the
other hand, no one now questions the focus
of teaching a foreign language both on com-
munication in the general field of activity and
in professional, and no one denies the need
to teach students not only reading, but also
oral speech, then the question arises wheth-
er it is even possible to achieve the intended
goals in these learning conditions.

There are a number of factors that to
some extent compensate for the negative im-
pact of what Michael West would call “Teach-
ing English in difficult circumstances” (Tiers-
maP. M., 1999, p. 112). These factors are as
follows:

— First, despite all the critical attitude to-
wards school teaching of foreign lan-
guages, it is necessary to recognize that
the level of preparedness of graduates
entering law faculties is much higher
today than it was when the main prob-
lems of teaching foreign languages in
non-linguistic faculties were raised.

The data on the readiness of first-year stu-
dents to understand authentic texts on
jurisprudence, which we have received
in repeated inspections over the past
years, is generally very encouraging.

— secondly, a student who has entered
the Faculty of Law has a high motiva-
tion to learn a foreign language, more-
over, about % of students realize that
a career as a lawyer without knowl-
edge of foreign languages, especially
English, is less promising. And this
external motivation is already of great
importance.

— The third one is undoubtedly the exist-
ing difference between non — linguis-
tic specialties in terms of the degree of
ease of reading special texts. This dif-
ference affects, first of all, the degree
of proximity (or remoteness) of special
terms and general vocabulary; the lev-
el of pre-university awareness of train-
ees about the chosen specialty and
its basic concepts is essential. In this
regard, law is a relatively “profitable”
specialty. Characters of jurisprudence,
legal plots, designations of jurispru-
dence

— these terms are largely international-
ized, and there is a very high percent-
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age of words and phrases that are both
terms and units of a common language.
Jurisprudence undoubtedly belongs to
those sciences whose English termi-
nology is difficult, primarily because
of its ambiguity, and not because of its
isolation from the general vocabulary.

— the fourth important factor is the prox-

imity of jurisprudence to the life of
an ordinary person. “Law and justice
stand in the middle of life.”

They regulate it, and hence the ease of
saturating general language training with
elements of a legal specialty, permeating al-
most any household or cultural topic with el-
ements of jurisprudence.

The complex influence of these factors is
an objective prerequisite for the assumption
that, with an adequate and, at the same time,
averaged methodology, it is possible to postu-
late reading authentic literature in the special-
ty and teaching oral speech on a series of pro-
fessional topics, starting from the first year.

Method

Due to the limitation of studying a for-
eign language course at the Faculty of Law
for only two years, the problem of maximiz-
ing the movement of starting to read texts in
the specialty and learning oral communica-
tion on professional topics by the beginning
of the first year becomes extremely import-
ant. At the same time, instead of contrasting
general and special training, their interpen-
etration is an integral task. By virtue of the
above, the prospects for a positive solution to
the problems raised above have a solid foun-
dation. Therefore, dependence on adequate
methods of teaching foreign languages at law
faculties becomes crucial.

The above factors favoring English lan-
guage teaching in the junior courses of law
faculties give grounds to formulate the re-
search hypothesis as follows: when teaching
a foreign language at law faculties, general
linguistic and specifically professional lan-
guage training from the first days of universi-
ty studies should be carried out in a complex,
which applies to all skills and abilities.

The content of the training should include
reading authentic texts from the very beginning
and using them as a means of teaching oral
speech. In the field of oral speech skills devel-
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opment, those that allow for professional sat-
uration with elements of jurisprudence should
be selected from the topics of oral speech.
Along with this, professional-oriented
oral-speech texts should occupy an increa-
singly significant place for teaching students
oral-speech communication in special legal
scenarios. The element of jurisprudence in
the totality of all English language teaching
should be systemic in nature and should be
chosen in such a way that it presents the ba-
sic legal sciences (criminal law, international
law, civil law, etc.). There is reason to assume
that the implementation of such training
guarantees sufficient regional legal training.
When teaching English to law students,
professional and general language training
should be carried out in parallel (in a com-
plex). From the very beginning, the content
of the training should involve reading au-
thentic texts, as well as using them as meth-
ods of teaching oral English. A special role in
the study of English by law students as a way
of their professional training is given to the
assimilation of professional vocabulary. The
study of the specifics of the vocabulary of
the English professional language is carried
out to develop oral skills and is aimed at im-
plementing communication skills in future
typical situations of professional communi-
cation, both written and oral. The informa-
tion should be presented in such a way that
the counterparty or the interlocutor is con-
fident that they have mastered it correctly.
It is necessary to cut down the skills of the
ability to operate with basic models, which
also has a number of special features in juris-
prudence. For effective legal regulation, it is
necessary that the form of expression and the
content of the document strictly coincide, so
that there is no ambiguity or ambiguity (Nur-
khamitova R., GerkinaN., 2017, p. 99).
English at the business level is an integral
and important part of the requirements for
a professional lawyer and the successful ad-
vancement of students on the career ladder.
This is due to the fact that business English
currently covers all the most important ar-
eas of professional communication for future
lawyers — international documentation and
world science, ethics of behavior in typical
situations, meetings, business correspon-
dence, negotiation, communication by means
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of communication, etc. A business foreign
language in the field of law implies a deep-
er study of professional aspects by students.
That is, we can say that when studying it, it
is necessary not only to master professional
vocabulary in English, but also to be able to
operate with general speaking skills on vari-
ous topics. Therefore, the following areas of
professional activity can be distinguished for
the training of law students in English:

A) business communication by phone,
videoconferences, that is, situations that re-
quire an immediate response to feedback
from the interlocutor. The main task of lin-
guistics is to achieve a correct understanding
of you by the other side. It is necessary to
develop the skills of using cliche phrases in
order to introduce yourself, ask for a repeat,
call back, etc.

B) role-playing situations that can be
played out in a collective form and reflect
certain aspects of legal practice. This is a syn-
thetic form of communication, according to
some authors, the most complex, which con-
tains elements of improvisation.

C) business presentation as a way of
monologue professional communication.
This direction is characterized by the pres-
ence of a structure, the observance of which
is mandatory for the speaker. At the same
time, such important linguistic features are
highlighted here, for example, the choice of
verbal design of the content, the use of a set
of stylistic tools, etc.

D) business letters. Writing skills are very
relevant today in various forms of correspon-
dence. This is due to the fact that business
correspondence acts as a whole culture of
communication, which has its own norms
and rules, the knowledge of which is neces-
sary for a professional lawyer who profes-
sionally studies a foreign language (Kara-
petyan M., 2018, p. 218).

The “blended learning” method, based on
the widespread introduction of information
technology, is one of the newest methods of
teaching a foreign language to law students.
The great advantage of this method in profes-
sionally oriented teaching of English to law
students is the possibility of obtaining the
necessary information within a few hours.
It is also worth noting that network commu-
nication allows the learning environment to
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provide unhindered access to information
from both students and teachers, which fully
corresponds to the continuity of the learning
process. Many professionally oriented texts
are taken in the modern educational process
precisely from the Internet, which (Azizo-
vaS., 2016, p. 260).

Thus, it can be concluded that the chang-
es that occur in all spheres of life lead to in-
novations in the education system. It is worth

Section 1. General pedagogy

noting that today English is a global language
of intercultural communication, including
professional communication. Teaching En-
glish to law students as a way of their pro-
fessional training is one of the priorities of
the educational process at law faculties, this
is due to the fact that proficiency in English
can expand the opportunities of law students
in finding employment and their subsequent
career growth.
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